Introduction
• Overarching project aim: explore the impediments to the uptake and diffusion of take-home naloxone in Australia
• Take-home naloxone (THN)opioid antagonist, naloxone, made available to non-medically trained people to administer to people experiencing an opioid overdose • This presentation explores: 1. How take-home naloxone reciprocally shapes and is shaped by interpersonal relations of care and 2. Theorises a 'politics of care' approach to take-home naloxone and opioid overdose response
Approach: Take-home naloxone and the politics of care
• STS -relational and performative approach in which the world does not pre-exist the practices traditionally thought to 'discover' it, but instead is made or articulated in and through those practices, that is, in and through specific relations between humans, nonhuman living beings, ideas and technologies (Law 2004)
• Technologies are implicated in care and 'afford' certain actions, intuitions and possibilities "Technologies bombard human beings with a ceaseless offer of previously unheard-of positionsengagements, suggestions, allowances. 
Gentle naloxone administration

Dylan (33, volunteer peer worker)
"In training, we're taught to give one vial at a time, each vial being 0.4 milligrams or micrograms, I'm not sure. […] . I'm aware that Ambulance Victoria officers give between 5 and 6 times the dose that we're taught to give and a lot of the time, it snaps people straight out of it, but it then sends them into instant withdrawal, they get really narky […] We're taught to try and do the gently-gently approach and I wish somebody would notify Ambulance Victoria that there's a better way of reversing an opiate overdose than just jabbing people full of Naloxone and sending them into withdrawal."
"They came around, it was the gently-gently approach and I was like, 'Hey, I just want to let you know, you had a bit of an overdose, I've given you some Narcan, you're fine now, it'll wear off in an hour, … just because you feel straight now, please don't go and buy anything [opioids] for the next hour. Just wait and let it kick back in and see if you need anything more.' 'You did not give me Narcan, I don't feel like I've been Narcanned at all.' It's like, 'Darling, look at the mess next to you on the ground, there's broken open Narcan vials, there's two needles with sharps tips attached. If I didn't give you Narcan, why is that stuff lying there?'
Gentle naloxone administration
Dylan (33, volunteer peer worker)
'You're just bullshitting, you didn't give me Narcan.' 'Yeah, I did, but if you choose to believe otherwise, then you're welcome to.' And that sort of approach, like even though she didn't believe I'd just given her something that potentially saved her life, as opposed to if I'd done what the ambulance do and broken open all five vials and given them to her all at once, I potentially could have walked away with a black eye."
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